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Hyderabad: Noting that a repeat offender needs to be taught to mend his ways, Justice NV Shravan Kumar of the
Telangana high court has directed an individual to plant 200 saplings in a reserve forest area as a compensation
to the two acres of forest area he ploughed with his tractor.

The judge passed this interim order while hearing a petition filed by one M Mallesh whose tractor was seized by
forest officials after finding that he ploughed and cleared an area of 2 acres of reserve forest land in Bellampally’s
Kushenpally forest range.

The judge, while asking the authorities to release the tractor after taking a bond for 50,000 and two sureties of
equivalent worth from the petitioner, said that he is not going to leave the offender to go scot free in respect of
the forest land he destroyed. He directed the petitioner to plant 100 saplings per acre in the two acres he cleared.

Stating that the forest offences are on the rise despite clear directions from the Supreme Court to protect forest
areas and green cover, the judge refused to believe the theory put forth by the petitioner in this case.

The petitioner said that he has got nothing to do with the alleged forest clearance. He contended that he only
gave his tractor to some farmers on hire. However, the forest officials placed evidence before the court that
showed him as a repeat offender in similar cases.

We also published the following articles recently

50 schools to create mini forests with Miyawaki techLudhiana's government schools aimed to enhance greenery
by creating mini forests using the Japanese Miyawaki technique. In the district, 28 senior secondary schools and
22 primary schools were selected. The initiative saw the planting of approximately 17,000 trees during the
monsoon season. Officials highlighted that NGOs assisted with sapling planting while native species were
preferred.112208949

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


Lack of interest of stakeholders delays forest rights claimsChief Minister Pramod Sawant stated that delays in
settling Forest Rights Act claims were primarily due to the lack of interest from Forest Rights Committee
members. During the fiscal year 2023-24, 308 claims were approved, 386 titles distributed, and 20 claims rejected.
Over 10,000 claims were received, with significant progress noted at the district level.112327904
Chained myself to tree: US woman found in Maharashtra forest tells copsA 50-year-old American woman,
suffering from mental health issues, was found tied to a tree with an iron chain in a Sindhudurg forest. She
informed police that she had shackled herself using locks and chains brought with her. Rescued by police after
being discovered by a shepherd, she was taken to the hospital for treatment.112305911


